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Rambhau Mhalgi Prabodhini (RMP) is a Mumbai based institute, established in1982 as a unique
Training and Research Academy (www.rmponweb.org). RMP is a premier institute that provides training and
orientation to socio-political activists as well as it is a centre for overall public-awakening activities and research
projects. It was initiated as a memorial of Late Rambhau Mhalgi. RMP was accorded the status of ‘NGO k
in Special Consultative Status’ by United Nations in the year 2006. '
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There should be a
debate on how costs
can be reduced by
holding simultaneous
elections, how the
influence of black
money can be curbed,
how the five years can

be spent in taking the
country forward.

2§ ACKGROUND

Decades together, India has been rightly
taking pride in its functional democracy.
Aspects like smooth conduct of elections as
per the schedule, seamless transfers of power
when there is a change in the mandate and
diminishing role of violence over the years,
have made election management system in
India earn admiration from all over the world.
While such aspects certainly merit recognition
and praise, it doesn't mean that no reforms are
needed in the way we in India conduct
elections. For several years, many important
reforms suggested by the election commission
of India as well as individuals and

A BOUT ONE NATION ONE ELECTION

Multiplicity of elections makes the entire nation
in a permanent election mode. In India, in a
span of five years apart from Lok Sabha
Elections, the nation witnesses at least eight
rounds of assembly elections - in some years
even two rounds - and innumerable rounds of
local elections including municipalities and
gram panchayats.

Nation has been paying a heavy price for this
seemingly inevitable Multiplicity of Elections. It
starts with a long, arduous Code of Conduct,
which is ethically correct but practically
problematic. In the name of Election Code, the
entire Government machinery almost gets an
official license to stop working or at least stop
completing the undergoing work. Election
Code has become more of a stumbling block
than a true code of administrative impartiality
ending every kind of favoritism. Secondly, the
idea of Good Governance habitually takes a
beating every time elections are round the
corner. Governance involves larger Good of

organisations are waiting for decisions at
various levels. While these reforms are mainly
about campaign finance, preventing
inducement to voters on the eve of elections,
curbing unreasonable controls that are
imposed immediately after imposition of model
code of conduct and the much talked about
paper proof of votes caste through EVMs; the
wider subject of multiplicity of elections and its
menacing impact on governance is often
neglected, considering that multiplicity of
elections is unavoidable.

the People and not just earning popularity. But
when elections are around, rulers are Scared to
take even simple regulatory-mechanism
related decisions as the lurking fear of people
going against them tops their thought process.
As a consequence, postponing unpopular
decisions has set in as a practice and we all
eventually have to pay its price. Thirdly, when
elections are near, populist demands are
pushed by various groups as they know that at
least for now, the Government may not dare to
say no. All this has promoted both, competitive
populism and a tendency to indulge in
competitive compromises with Good
Governdnce. Fourthly, the financial cost of
conducting elections independently is also so
huge that a nation like India doesn't afford the
same in any way. The fifth point is about
multiplicity of electoral mechanisms as well.
From electoral rolls to distribution of booths
and polling stations, either there is needless
differentiation or duplication and that causes
both, needless expenditure and wanton

il al PR i




R % P

creation of confusion. One Nation- One Election has the potential
oftaking care of many such issues, undoubtedly!

Multiplicity of elections also impacts upon the quality of mandate.
Public memory is always short, but repeated elections — being a
contest between almost the same competitors —is also likely to
lure them to switch their preferences within a relatively shorter
span of time. This amounts to creating an atmosphere of
uncertainty and political instability as well.

The idea is widely being discussed today in various academic
circles and expert groups after Prime Minister Narendra Modi
informally floated this in year 2016 in an all-party meeting held prior
to the Budget Session. Mr Modi who himself is a strong votary of
the concept has thereafter raised it again for wider debates and
discussions at various forums. Pitching in the case for
simultaneous elections he had said that 'Elections are held all the
time and continuous polls lead.to a lot of expenditure. Huge
number of government employees including a large number of
teachersqare involved in electoral process causing maximum harm
to the education sector. Security forces too have to be diverted for
the electoral work leaving the borders precarious'.

The Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law

and Justice under Chairperson Dr. E.M. Sudarsana Natchiappan
in its report submitted on December 17, 2015 on the “Feasibility of
Holding Simultaneous Elections to House of People (Lok-Sabha)
and State Legislative Assemblies” too favoured the One Nation
One Election idea. Citing the reasons for its recommendation, the
report had mentioned that ONOE would reduce: (i) the massive
expenditure that is currently incurred for the conduct of separate
elections; (i) the policy paralysis that results from the imposition of
the Model Code of Conduct during election time; and (iii) impact on
delivery of essential services and (iv) burden on crucial manpower
thatis deployed during election time.

The idea further got reassertion from Former President Shri
Pranab Mukherjee during his Republic day speech when he
mentioned that “The time is also ripe for a constructive debate on
electoral reforms and a return to the practice of the early decades
after Independence when elections to the Lok Sabha and state
assemblies were held simultaneously. It is for the Election
Commission to take this exercise forward in consultation with
political parties”.
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Exploring the possibility of conducting simultaneous elections
remains a difficult yet probable solution to all the problematicissues
which are the direct outcome of multiplicity of elections. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, among others; is a strong votary of One
Nation-One Election.

He has appealed political scientists and researchers, politicians
and election administrators as well as people at large to discuss the

idea of simultaneous elections and deliberate on various issues
concerning its practicality and implementation mechanism.
Rambhau Mhalgi Prabodhini is organising this National Seminar on
ONOP on this setting. We have invited political scientists,
researchers, students, persons who are associated with election
management and political party representatives as well as citizens
to contribute in this churning of ideas.

T HEMES TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE SEMINAR

This Seminar will have following sessions spread over a period of two days

Multiplicity of election and its challenges

Simultaneous Elections: Global experiences
Constitutional provisions
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Simultaneous election: Concept, Feasibility and Execution
No-Confidence and Dissolution of Houses related issues and solutions '
Idea of aligning local body election with General Election: Feasibility and Implementation related issues




2| OW TO PARTICIPATE

To participate as a delegate, register online at wWw.nationaIconvention.rmponweb.org/register

Academicians & Scholars who would like to present paper should submit their abstract at
www.nationalconvention.rmponweb.org/abstract by 30" November 2017

For further updates, visit www.nationalconvention.rmponweb.org

F OR ANY CLARIFICATION, PLEASE CONTACT

SPEAKERS AND DELEGATE REGISTRATION

Santosh Gupta: +91 9711522271 | santosh@isrn.in

Milind Chalke: +91 8879894649 | milindc@rmponweb.org
Sanika Vaze: +91 9769052793 | sanikavaze7593@gmail.com

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION AND PAPER PRESENTATION

Prof. Shri Prakash Singh: spsinghdu@gmail.com

Dr. Himanshu Roy: himanshuroy1@yahoo.co.in

Dr. Abhishek Srivastava: +91 9711125323 | abhishek.ir@gmail.com

COORDINATION, PARTNERSHIP AND SPONSORSHIP

Ravi Pokharna: +91 9958207742 | ravip@rmponweb.org
Milind Betawadkar: +91 9833509222 | milindb@rmponweb.org
Dhruv Dube: +91 9911394794 | dhruvdube@gmail.com

R AMBHAU MHALGI PRABODHINI OFFICE BEARERS

Prof. Aniruddha Deshpande ; Chairman

Dr. Vinay Sahasrabuddhe ; Vice Chairman
Mangal P. Lodha : Secretary
Pratapbhai Ashar : Treasurer
Ravindra Sathe ; Executive Director

PAPER PRESENTATION TIMELINE

NOV 10™2017
Announcement of
'CALL FOR PAPERS'

NOV 30™2017
Last Date for

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION

Submit at
www.nationalconvention.rmponweb.org/abstract

DEC 10™2017
Announcement of List of
SELECTED ABSTRACTS

DEC 30™2017
Last Date for
SUBMITTING FULL PAPERS

REGISTRATION TIMELINE

NOV 15™2017
REGISTRATION OPENS

Register at
www.nationalconvention.rmponweb.org/register

DEC 30™2017
REGISTRATION CLOSES
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Distance From Borivali Railway Station : 20Km
Distance From Airport : 36Km

Distance From Bhayander Local Railway Station

12 Km
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MUMBAI OFFICE
17, Chanchal Smruti, G. D. Ambekar Marg, Wadala, Mumbai - 400031 (MH)
Tel: 022-24185502 / 24136966 Email: samparka@rmponweb.org

DELHI OFFICE:
136, North Avenue, New Delhi - 110001
Tel: 011-23092032 Email: ravip@rmponweb.org

KNOWLEDGE-EXCELLENCE CENTRE
Keshav Srushti Essel World Road, Uttan, Bhayander(W), Thane - 401106 (MH)
Tel: 022-28450101 /02 /03 Email: samparka@rmponweb.org

PUNE OFFICE
626, Narayan Peth, Near Lokhande Talim, Pune - 411030 (MH)
& Tel: 020-24465012 Email: rahul.tokekar@gmail.com
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